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Paul Ministers in Malta

Bible Background « ACTS 28:1-10
Printed Text « ACTS 28:1-10 | Devotional Reading « EZEKIEL 34:11-16

Aim for Change

By the end of the lesson, we will: KNOW how Paul helped people on the island of Malta;
APPRECIATE the ways others minister to us; and MINISTER to those in need.

In Focus

Brenda knew she was driving too fast for the poor road conditions, but she just wanted
to get home after a long day. She hit a particularly rough patch and suddenly, Brenda’s car
spun out of control on the slick highway. She nearly missed careening into a ditch before
her car skidded to a halt. Thankfully, she was not hurt, but the car would not start. She
used her cell phone to call for help, but was still waiting. Then, 10 minutes later a dark car
pulled up and a man jumped out, offering his help. She was afraid to talk with him until
he showed her his badge: He was an undercover detective on his way home from work.
Sighing with relief, Brenda allowed him to check out the car. Although he couldn't help,
he stayed with her until her emergency roadside assistance service arrived.

We sometimes forgo help from others who do not look like us or because of the situation
in which we find ourselves. Helping one another becomes easier as we realize God will
often send unlikely strangers to help us in our times of need. Paul was such a helper to the
sick islanders.

Keep in Mind

“And it came to pass, that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever and of a bloody flux:
to whom Paul entered in, and prayed, and laid his hands on him, and healed him?”
(Acts 28:8, KJV)
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Focal Verses

K]V Acts 28:1 And when they were
escaped, then they knew that the

island was called Melita.

2 And the barbarous people shewed us no
little kindness: for they kindled a fire, and
received us every one, because of the present
rain, and because of the cold.

3 And when Paul had gathered a bundle of
sticks, and laid them on the fire, there came a
viper out of the heat, and fastened on his hand.

4 And when the barbarians saw the
venomous beast hang on his hand, they said
among themselves, No doubt this man is a
murderer, whom, though he hath escaped the
sea, yet vengeance suffereth not to live.

5 And he shook off the beast into the fire,
and felt no harm.

6 Howbeit they looked when he should have
swollen, or fallen down dead suddenly: but

The People, Places, and Times

Barbarous people. The people of Malta
were not barbarians as they are defined today.
Rather, in biblical times, Greeks used the term
for anyone who didn't speak Greek and was seen
as an uncultured individual.

Malta. Also called Melita, it was an island
located near both Sicily (60 miles away) and
Syracuse (90 miles) and was in a strategic
location for trade. It is clear that the island
had an established government system and
that its chief, Publius, was wealthy. He was
able to lodge the 276 ship passengers at his
estate (Acts 28:7).

Background

After surviving a brutal northeast storm,
Paul and the other passengers either swam
to the island of Malta or floated there on
boards or pieces of the destroyed ship (Acts

after they had looked a great while, and saw no
harm come to him, they changed their minds,
and said that he was a god.

7 In the same quarters were possessions of
the chief man of the island, whose name was
Publius; who received us, and lodged us three
days courteously.

8 And it came to pass, that the father of
Publius lay sick of a fever and of a bloody flux:
to whom Paul entered in, and prayed, and laid
his hands on him, and healed him.

9 So when this was done, others also, which
had diseases in the island, came, and were
healed:

10 Who also honoured us with many
honours; and when we departed, they laded us
with such things as were necessary.

27:44). The inhabitants warmly welcomed
the strangers out of the rain and cold. Rather
than resting with the others, Paul gathered
firewood. As he did, a snake rose from the fire
and bit him. When the islanders witnessed the
biting, they believed it was divine payback for
some perceived crime and waited for Paul to
die. Paul, however, simply shook the snake off.
The fact that he was not harmed changed the
islanders” opinion: They now thought he was
a god.

At-A-Glance

1. Receiving Help from Strangers
(Acts 28:1-2)
2. Divine Protection (vv. 3-6)
3. Ministering to Others (vv. 7-10)
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In Depth

1. Receiving Help from Strangers (Acts
28:1-2)

While it is true that it is “more blessed to
give than to receive” (from Acts 20:35, KJV),
it is equally true that believers must learn to
receive help during difficult situations. Family,
friends, coworkers, and neighbors are among
those who assist in time of need. And as Paul
discovered on the island of Malta, strangers also
may provide timely assistance.

Paul and the other passengers found this
to be true as they landed on Malta, wet from
the sea during winter. They had no clothing to
change into, no firewood or matches by which
to warm themselves, and no food to eat. The
islanders, quickly assessing the situation, came
to their aid. They built a fire, offering exactly
what the stranded strangers needed most.
They later provided lodging and months later
gave the ships passengers needed resources to
continue to Rome.

During stormy seasons of life, we learn there
is no such thing as a “small blessing” Anything
and everything that helps make a difficult
situation easier to bear is big to the recipient.
The residents of Malta built a fire. The ship’s
passengers were wise enough not to devalue
the islanders’ help or to reject it because of the
givers’ nationality. God recruits believers and
nonbelievers to help Christians in distress.
Learning to receive help from nonbelievers is
especially difficult for some Christians.

It is not always how much we give or even
what we give but that we are willing to be used by
God to aid someone in distress. Our availability
goes a long way in showing recipients God’s
providence and care. Using the parable of the
good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37), Jesus taught
that a neighbor is anyone in need of help, and
the “good” neighbor is the person who provides
help in the time of trouble. The parable teaches
that we should be grateful givers and receivers.

As others rush to assist you, joyfully receive their
gifts of time, talent, or treasure. If you struggle
with asking or receiving help from others, ask
God to make you a gracious recipient.

2. Divine Protection (vv. 3-6)

Soon after surviving the tumultuous storm
at sea, Paul found himself shipwrecked on
an island. Rather than sit back and allow the
islanders to serve him, Paul also got involved
in collecting firewood for the needed fire. As
he began serving others, a viper came out of
the fire and bit him. The islanders took this as
a sign that Paul was a murderer who was about
to reap a requisite punishment. What was Paul’s
response? He shook off the snake and continued
his activities without any ill effects. That one
action, more than any words, served to remove
any doubt from the islanders’ minds that Paul
was a criminal.

The fact that he was able to shake off the
snake is reminiscent of Jesus’ teaching after His
resurrection. Jesus appeared to the 11 original
disciples and gave them what is commonly
called the “Great Commission.” During His
discourse, He discussed the signs that would
follow believers. Among these, He said, “[T]hey
will pick up snakes with their hands; and ...
they will place their hands on sick people, and
they will get well” (from Mark 16:18, NIV). Paul
exhibited both of these miraculous signs while
on Malta. He did not do so to benefit himself
but to help others. The people recognized
something different about Paul because of these
signs, which was evidence of his faith in Christ.

3. Ministering to Others (vv. 7-10)

Paul was able to minister to others in spite of
finding himself in a trying predicament. Rather
than fall prey to depression and selfishness
because of his circumstances, Paul continued
to use his gifts and talents in executing the
ministry God had given him, with signs
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following. When it became known that the
chief’s father was sick, Paul did what he knew to
do. He laid hands on the man and healed him.
That ability to rise above the circumstances
and continue to flow in God’s anointing was
critical to the islanders’ perception that there
was something extraordinary about Paul. His
example teaches that we, too, can rise above
our situations to help others in need. Further,
it proves that in spite of any difficulties we
encounter, God’s gifts and callings can still work
through us if we allow them to.

Search the Scriptures

1. Why did the islanders believe Paul was a
murderer (Acts 28:3-6)?

2. What critical help did Paul provide to
Publius’s father and others (vv. 8-9)?

Discuss the Meaning

News reports are filled with stories about
the dangers of helping or receiving help
from strangers. What strategies have you
discovered to overcome fear of danger while
helping others?

Liberating Lesson

Distrust between races makes it hard for some
people to receive help from people who aren’t
“their kind” How can God’s love help believers
break down barriers to communication and
care for others?

Application for Activation

Paul did not allow his life storm to stop him
from ministering to others. Is there an area of
ministry or outreach that you have given up
because of pressures from a difficult situation?
If so, prayerfully ask God to help you resume
using your gift to help others. Then, make an
appointment with the appropriate ministry
leaders to see what steps you must take to
resume service.
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Follow the Spirit
What God wants me to do:

Remember Your Thoughts
Special insights I have learned:
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Say It Correctly

Melita. muh-LEE-tuh.
Publius. POOB-lee-uhs.

Daily Bible Readings

MONDAY
The Failure to Minister
(Ezekiel 34:1-6)

TUESDAY
God’s Ministry to the Flock
(Ezekiel 34:11-16)

WEDNESDAY
God’s Judgment of the Privileged
(Ezekiel 34:17-22)

THURSDAY
Extend Hospitality to Strangers
(Romans 12:9-13)

FRIDAY
Ready for Every Good Work
(2 Timothy 2:20-26)

SATURDAY
Do Good to All
(1 Thessalonians 5:12-22)

SUNDAY
Ministering to the Sick
(Acts 28:1-10)

Notes
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